
AP ITALIAN SUMMER ASSIGNMENT 2020  
Google Classroom Code:    qanuatd 

 
There will be one mandatory “portfolio” assignment for this summer.  You will start by reviewing 
past cultural topics from lower levels of Italian and we will add to it throughout next school year as 
we cover and discuss more topics.  I will post a template of a Google slideshow that you will be 
able to edit individually and add to for each cultural topic (example below).  For each topic you will 
be given a short reading that will provide some context of this issue/topic in Italy.  You will 
summarize the main points in the “In Italia” section of the slide.  Then you will give points about 
what you know about this topic in the USA.  In the middle you will show what the similarities are 
between the two cultures.  
 
**Details and specific documents will be provided for you on Google Classroom.  

 
[Rationale: One of the tasks on the free response section of the exam is to do a Cultural Comparison 
(presentational speaking).  This ‘portfolio’ will get you in the mindset of comparing each cultural topic in 
this way- similarities and differences between our cultures.  It is meant to be a resource for you to prepare 
for this task on the exam.] 
 
OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES TO KEEP YOU ENGAGED OVER THE SUMMER: (ungraded but encouraged!)  
Interpersonal Writing 

● Scrivetemi un’email a mfusaro@hawthorne.k12.nj.us  [io ti risponderò!] 
Soggetto: AP Summer email di ____[il tuo nome] Rispondete alle seguenti 
domande  

● Cosa fai di bello quest’estate? Lavori? Viaggi? Dove?  
● Cosa vuoi fare quando torniamo a scuola a settembre?  
● Fai una domanda a me  

[Rationale: one of the tasks of the free response section of the exam is to write an email. The email on the 
exam will be formal, which we will discuss in September.  This email can be informal] 

Interpretive Reading/Listening and Presentational Writing 
A. Spotify Playlist 

● Create a Spotify playlist of at least 15 Italian songs that you do not already know.  

❖ For at least one of them search for the lyrics (testo) and translate them. 
❖ Write a journal entry (in italiano) about your reaction to the song 

mailto:mfusaro@hawthorne.k12.nj.us


➢  Perchè ti è piaciuta la canzone? Che messaggio ha?  

B. Netflix in italiano  
● Watch a film or program through a streaming service in Italian (change language or add 

subtitles) [*Search: Italian-language movies & TV] 
● Write about what you watched in a journal entry (in italiano) 

C. Le notizie - News 
● Find news that you are interested in and read/listen to an article or podcast about it 
● Write a journal entry about what you learned 

Some resources:  
http://www.rainews.it/ 
https://www.ansa.it/ 
https://www.corriere.it/ 
https://www.raiplayradio.it/programmi.html 
 
D. Social media  

● Find an Italian native speaker to follow on social media. Some suggestions might be 
celebrities, actors, politicians, athletes, musical artists, food bloggers.  

● Write a journal entry about who the person is and why you find them interesting 
 

[Rationale: It is fundamentally important to continue to expose yourself to the language in order to reach proficiency 
in the language. These are easy and accessible ways to do so.] 
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